
Therapeutic Strategies for Large Protein Coding Genes in Usher Syndrome 
Virtual Meeting Thursday-Friday May 13-14, 2021 

 
Day 1: Thursday May 13, 2021 
 
8:00 - 8:15 AM EST    Welcome 
 
 
8:15 - 9:45 AM   Session 1: Genetic Interventions for Protocadherin 15 Related Disorders (Usher 1F) 
 

• Alex Hewitt (CERA, Australia) 
• Livia Carvalho (Lions Eye Inst)  
• Zubair Ahmed (U Maryland) 

     
 
9:45 - 10:00 AM Break 
 
 
10:00 - 12:00 PM  Session 2: Optimizing Effectiveness and Safety of Therapeutic Interventions 
 

• Connie Cepko (HMS) 
• Kris Saha (U WI - Madison)   
• Budd Tucker (U Iowa) 
• Alberto Auricchio (TIGEM) 

 
 
12:00 - 1:00 PM  Lunch  
 
 
1:00 - 2:30 PM  Session 3: Animal Models of Protocadherin 15 Related Disorders (Usher 1F)  
   

• Vincent Tropepe (U Toronto) 
• Monte Westerfield (U Oregon) 
• David Corey (HMS)   

 
 
2:30 - 2:45 PM   Break 
 
 
2:45 - 3:45 PM    Perspectives on Therapeutic Options for Retinitis Pigmentosa and Usher Syndrome  
 

• Jacque Duncan (UCSF) 
• Gwen Geleoc (BCH)   

 
 
3:45 - 4:45 PM Session 4: Tools for Genome Repair 
 

• David R. Liu (Broad) 
• Erik Sontheimer (U Mass)  

 
 



Therapeutic Strategies for Large Protein Coding Genes in Usher Syndrome 
 
Day 2: Friday May 14, 2021 
 
8:30 - 9:30 AM   Session 5: Clinical Trials for Usher Syndrome (ASL interpreted) 
 

• Katarina Stingl (U. Tuebingen) 
• Francesca Simonelli (University of Campania, Naples, Italy) 

   
 
9:30 - 10:00 AM Session 6: Cadherin 23 Related Disorders (Usher 1D) 
 

• Andrea Maddalena (U Bern) 
 
 
10:00 - 10:15 AM  Break 
 
 
10:15 - 11:45 AM Session 6: Usherin Related Disorders (Usher 2A)  
     

• Qin Liu (MEEI) 
• Erwin Van Wyk (Radboud) 
• David Birch (Retina Foundation) 

 
 
11:45 - 1:00 PM  Lunch 
 
 
1:00 - 2:30 PM Session 7: Myosin7A Related Disorders (Usher 1B) 
 

• David Williams (UCLA) 
• Mark Pennesi (OHSU) 
• Wade Chien (Johns Hopkins)   
 
  

2:30 - 4:00 PM Session 8: Development of Precision Drugs  
 

• Kate Zhang (Editas Medicines)  
• Naveed Shams (CSO ProQR ) 
• Matthew Goddeeris (ELOXX) 

 
 
4:00 PM Wrap up 
 
 
 
 


